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Bored with beach‑bumming, tired of look‑alike hotels and droning tour guides, a growing number of intrepid tourists are turning to volunteer vacations – moderately priced trips that send travelers to places like Romania to care for orphans, Uganda to plant trees, Mongolia to rebuild monasteries or Costa Rica to repair schools. [...]

Initially, tours attracted mostly down‑and‑out students eager to see the world on the cheap. More recently, groups like Earthwatch have begun targeting affluent baby boomers and young professionals who are feeling guilty about their comfortable lives. [...]

The idea of paying money for a vacation that often involves physical  labor, shared rooms and no running water may seem insane. But many say they develop a deeper connection to the places they visit when they can help out in some way. Last fall Noah Janssen, a New York‑based financial analyst, helped install a solar panel at a Community center in Choudandi, Nepal, where only 15 percent of the population has access to electricity. He still keeps in touch with the Choudandi headman. The trip, run by the Katmandu‑based Himalayan Light Foundation, cost Janssen $1,200 for one week plus air fare, including $500 for the panel, which volunteers are expected to donate. Janssen says it was worth every penny. ‘If I can support Nabin [the village leader], then I can feel good about the trip,’ he says.

Volunteers also note that they learn much more staying and working with local families than they would from an air‑conditioned tour bus. Sarah Baden, 29, also from New York, became addicted to volunteer trips in high school and has taken one every year since.  ‘I couldn't imagine traveling any other way,’ she says. After graduating from college, she spent a full year traveling the world, hopping from one volunteer assignment to the next, mostly through the Vermont‑based Volunteers for Peace, which charges only about $200 to $500 for its excursions, not including air fare. Staying mostly with families, Baden has traveled to more than a dozen countries, including Japan, Vietnam, Greece, Kenya, Israel, Bolivia and Morocco. Not all of her accommodations were rudimentary. In Hiroshima, where Baden cared for elderly Japanese at a nursing home, she stayed above a traditional Japanese tea-house, where she was served fresh sushi every day and had a heated, vibrating toilet seat.

Individual tourists can have only a limited impact on the communities they come to serve, of course. But residents say they welcome any help – and appreciate the sentiment. Alistair Melzer, principal research officer of the Koala Research Centre of central Queensland, who oversaw the volunteers on St. Bees Island, says he was surprised by his troops. In the past, he and other koala scientists had worked by themselves or with local volunteers, and had expected the Earthwatch group to be ‘touristy’ and ‘amateurish.’ Instead, he found them to be pragmatic self‑starters. In the end, they culled more solid data than any previous field team. 
Adapted from Newsweek, July 22-29, 2002.

I – COMPRÉHENSION DU TEXTE

1. Tick the right answer

The main topic is…

(
mass tourism.

(
the protection of the environment.

(
a new type of tourism.

(
humanitarian aid.

2. In paragraphs 1 and 2, find the equivalents of…

similar


poor


impatient


rich


people born just after World War II


doctors, lawyers, architects etc.


3. Infer the meaning of the following words. Underline the equivalent.

l. 9 :  ‘insane’


dangerous

logical

 crazy

l.13 :  ‘run by’


organized by

paid by 
criticised by

l. 21 :  ‘assignment’

test


place 

mission

l. 24 :  ‘accommodations’

host families

lodgings
destinations

l. 30 :  ‘oversaw’                   
despised             
supervised     
met

4. Among the following activities, which are carried out by the volunteers? Tick the right boxes and justify your answers with precise quotations.

protecting the environment



caring for the sick



providing food and supplies



doing social work



building infrastructure and equipment



providing education for people in the Third World



5. What would the ordinary tourist find unacceptable in these volunteer vacations? Quote three elements from the text.

6. In your own words, give four reasons to explain why tourists choose volunteer vacations rather than traditional holidays.
7. Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE? Circle the appropriate answer and justify with one quotation.
a) More and more people have had enough of traditional holidays.


T
F

b) Volunteer vacations are always very expensive.




T
F

c) This type of holiday is aimed at students only.




T
F

d)
Those travellers use their professional skills to give a hand.



T
F

e)
According to participants, volunteer holidays are more enriching 

than package tours.








T
F

f) Developing countries are the only possible destinations.



T
F
g) The work done by volunteers changes the lives of local people dramatically.
T
F

h) Local people object to foreign assistance.
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II –EXPRESSION PERSONNELLE
Traitez l'un des deux sujets suivants, au choix. (250 mots)

a) Would you personally choose this type of holiday? Why ? Why not?
b) Imagine the letter sent home by Noah Janssen about his experience in Nepal.
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