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When Max finished describing what he wanted done to his shoes, Feld marked them, both with enormous holes in the soles which he pretended not to notice, with large white-chalk x's, and the rubber heels, thinned
 to the nails, he marked with o's, though it troubled him he might have mixed up the letters. Max inquired the price, and the shoemaker cleared his throat and asked the boy, above Sobel's insistent hammering, would he please step through the side door there into the hall. Though surprised, Max did as the shoemaker requested, and Feld went in after him. For a minute they were both silent, because Sobel had stopped banging, and it seemed they understood neither was to say anything until the noise began again. When it did, loudly, the shoemaker quickly told Max why he had asked to talk to him.


“Ever since you went to high school,” he said, in the dimly-lit hallway, “I watched you in the morning go to the subway to school, and I said always to myself, this is a fine boy that he wants so much an education.”


“Thanks,” Max said, nervously alert. He was tall and grotesquely thin, with sharply cut features, particularly a beak-like nose. He was wearing a loose, long slushy overcoat that hung down to his ankles, looking like a rug draped over his bony shoulders, and a soggy, old brown hat, as battered as the shoes he had brought in.


“I am a business man,” the shoemaker abruptly said to conceal his embarrassment, “so I will explain you right away why I talk to you. I have a girl, my daughter Miriam –she is nineteen– a very nice girl and also so pretty that everybody looks on her when she passes by in the street. She is smart, always with a book, and I thought to myself that a boy like you, an educated boy –I thought maybe you will be interested sometime to meet a girl like this.” He laughed a bit when he had finished and was tempted to say more but had the good sense not to.


Max stared down like a hawk
. For an uncomfortable second he was silent, then he asked, “Did you say nineteen?”


“Yes.”

“Would it be all right to inquire if you have a picture of her?”

“Just a minute.” The shoemaker went into the store and hastily returned with a snapshot that Max held up to the light.

“She's all right,” he said.

Feld waited.

“And is she sensible –not the flighty
 kind?”

“She is very sensible.”

After another short pause, Max said it was okay with him if he met her.

“Here is my telephone,” said the shoemaker, hurriedly handing him a slip of paper. “Call her up. She comes home from work six o'clock.”

Max folded the paper and tucked it away into his worn leather wallet.

“About the shoes,” he said. “How much did you say they will cost me?”

“Don't worry about the price.”

“I just like to have an idea.”

“A dollar –dollar fifty. A dollar fifty,” the shoemaker said.

At once he felt bad, for he usually charged
 two twenty-five for this kind of job. Either he should have asked the regular price or done the work for nothing.

Later, as he entered the store, he was startled by a violent clanging
 and looked up to see Sobel pounding with all his might upon the naked last
. It broke, the iron striking the floor and jumping with a thump
 against the wall, but before the enraged shoemaker could cry out, the assistant had torn his hat and coat from the hook and rushed out into the snow.

Bernard Malamud, The First Seven Years, 1958.

I  –  COMPREHENSION
1.
In what country does the scene take place ?

2.
In what season of the year does the scene take place ? Justify.

3.
Fill in the following table with information from the text.

	names
	relationship with other characters
	present or not

(yes / no)
	taking part in the conversation

(yes / no)
	what they do, if known

	Feld
	
	
	
	

	Sobel
	
	
	
	

	Max
	
	
	
	

	Miriam
	
	
	
	


4.
Who does "the boy" (l. 4-5) refer to?

5.
Say whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F). Circle the right answer and quote from the text to justify.

a) Max has come to see Sobel.







T
F

b) Feld wants to talk to Max privately.






T
F

c) Feld has never seen Max before.






T
F

d) Feld wants Max to meet his daughter.





T
F

e) Miriam is a schoolgirl.







T
F

f) Max doesn’t care what she looks like.





T
F

g) He is interested in her character.






T
F

h) He refuses to meet her.







T
F

i) Feld charges Max the usual price for his shoe repair.



T
F

j) Something Sobel does makes Feld angry.





T
F

6.
Is Max poor or affluent? Justify with six quotations from the text.

7. 
"... maybe you will be interested sometime to meet a girl like this." (l. 21). What qualities does "this" refer to?

8.
In your opinion, what is Feld hoping for?

9.
What shows us that Feld very much wants to succeed in his plan? Give four examples and quote the relevant passage from text.

10.
Explain why Feld thinks he should "either have asked the regular price or done the work for nothing" (l. 42).

11.
Why does Sobel act as he does at the end of the passage?

12.
Find another example in the text showing that Sobel’s behaviour is guided by the same feelings. Explain.

13.
What is the impression given by the comparison: "Max stared down like a hawk" (l. 23)?

14.
In your opinion, whose situation does the adjective "uncomfortable" (l. 23) refer to and why?

15.
Translate into French from :"Just a minute…"(l. 27) down to: "…with him if he met her" (l. 33).

II  –   EXPRESSION

Choose ONE of the following subjects (250 words).

1. Later, Sobel meets Miriam in the street and warns her of her father’s intentions. Write the dialogue.

2. Write the page of Miriam’s diary in which she describes her first meeting with Max.

3. Do you believe parents should arrange their children’s marriages? Discuss the advantages and drawbacks.

� thinned: worn out


� hawk: a bird of prey


� flighty: inconstant


� charge: make somebody pay


� clang: make a metallic noise


� last: a metal support used when repairin shoes


� thump: noise made by the fall of a heavy object







1/9

