
COMPREHENSION-EXPRESSION

1. When does the scene take place (season, time of day)?




2 pts

The scene takes place in spring. It is five o’clock in the evening.

2. Say where the scene is set and what picture of rural life is given here.


5 pts

The scene is set in the country. There are fields, cows, and the village is not far from the sea (“the men had gone away to fish” l. 3). 


1 pt

Donner un point pour l'une des idées suivantes : 
1 pt x 4 : 4pts
Closeness to nature; roughness of nature, life regulated by nature, and yet peaceful atmosphere

3. Who are the main characters, present and mentioned? Give their full names when possible.












3 pts

· present: Brigid Gill and Stephen (mother and son).

· mentioned: Stephen's father.

4. What social class does this community belong to? Justify your opinion with at least four quotations from the text. 2 pts + (2 pts x 4) pour 4 justifications. 




10 pts

It is a rural community of poor farmers. Accepter aussi : it is a working class / poor / low income community.

Justifications possibles : 

· "The men had gone away to fish for the night after working all the morning with the sowing", 

· "women ... milking the cows in the little fields" (l. 3)

· "His dinner of dried fish and roast potatoes", 

· "the peat ashes beside the fire on the hearth", 

· "a plate, a knife, and a little mug full of buttermilk" (l. 14-16)

· "His feet were bare…" (l. 25)

5. Why is the woman very nervous about her son? What sorts of dangers are alluded to in the text?
 2 pts pour la réponse + 2 pts par danger : 2 pts +(2 pts x 2) = 6 pts

She is very nervous because it is late and her son is one hour late from school
The boy could get drowned or he could fall off the great crag and get hurt. 

He might even get lost as night is falling.

(l. 9) "… fishing minnows on Sunday and building stone castles in the great crag above the village."

(l. 12) "… the winding road was now dim with the shadows of evening."
6. How is the boy's vulnerability suggested so as to appeal to the reader's sympathy?
 6 pts

Use of the adjectives little associated with trembling (l. 06, 13, 20, 31) (2 pts x 3 : exiger une citation par idée mentionnée)

Silent manifestation of fear (l. 26, l 28, l.30)

Need of protection / Helplessness (l.35)

7. Pick out the words or expressions that illustrate the mother’s anxiety. (3 pts x 3)
9 pts 

(l. 11) "her heart was thumping with anxiety and she started at every sound, rushing out to the door…"
8. The little boy: what expression may account for his mother’s apprehension?

4 pts 

"… he was a wild boy…" (l. 8).

9. What various stages is the mother going through before and after the boy's return? Refer to precise lines in the text.

(2 pts+ 1 pt par référence aux lignes du texte) x 5





15 pts
She is nervous and anxious (l. 7);

she is angry (l.10)

and determined to scold and beat him (l. 10). 

She tries to persuade herself that she must give him a good thrashing but she is relieved (l. 19). 

Finally, she finds herself unable to proceed with the beating because she is so happy that he has come back (l. 31-32).

10. Is it the first time the boy has found himself in this situation? Justify your answer with two quotations










6 pts

No, it is not. 2pts

Exiger au moins deux citations: l. 08, l. 26, l. 37. (2 pts x 2 = 4 pts)
11. Has she given up on having him punished? Justify your answer by a quotation from the text. 

(2pts + 2 pts)









4 pts

No, she hasn't. She will rely on his father to punish him.

(l. 36) "Your father will give to you a good thrashing in the morning. I've spared you often and begged him not to beat you, but this time I'm not going to say a word for you."
12. Traitez les deux sujets :

a) “What kept you, Stephen?” she said softly. "Stephen swallowed the last mouthful and turned around with his mug in his hand." Imagine the boy’s answer. (100 words) 

35 pts
b) Who should enforce discipline in a family? (150 words) 



35 pts

TRADUCTION

Translate from “At last he reached the door…” (l.28) to “…with tears in her eyes.” (l.32).

	Texte anglais
	Traduction
	Points

	At last he reached the door and,
	Enfin, il arriva à la porte et,
	3

	holding down his head,
	tête basse,
	3

	he entered the kitchen.
	entra dans la cuisine.
	3

	The mother immediately jumped up
	La mère se leva d’un bond
	6

	and seized him by the shoulder.
	et le saisit par l’épaule. 
	6

	The boy screamed,
	L’enfant poussa un cri,
	3

	dropped his satchel and his cap
	laissa tomber son cartable et sa casquette
	3

	and clung to her apron.
	et s’agrippa au tablier de sa mère.
	3

	The mother raised the rod to strike,
	Celle-ci brandit la baguette, prête à frapper,
	3

	but when she looked down at the little trembling body,
	mais lorsqu’elle baissa les yeux vers le petit corps tremblant,
	6

	she began to tremble herself
	elle se mit à trembler elle aussi / à son tour
	3

	and she dropped the stick.
	et lâcha la baguette. 
	3

	Stooping down,
	Elle se pencha alors vers lui,
	3

	she raised him up
	le prit dans ses bras,
	3

	and began kissing him,
	et commença à l’embrasser
	3

	crying at the same time with tears in her eyes.
	tout en sanglotant, les yeux pleins de larmes. 
	6

	Total traduction
	
	60


Barème

	Questions
	Points

	1
	2

	2
	5

	3
	3

	4
	10

	5
	6

	6
	6

	7
	9

	8
	4

	9
	15

	10
	6

	11
	4

	12
	70

	Total compréhension + expression
	140

	Traduction
	60

	Total Général
	200
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