LV.1 série L David Lodge. Thinks. 2001

I - COMPRÉHENSION-EXPRESSION

1. This extract takes the form of ...   
5 pts

(Tick the correct box and justify with a quotation from the text). (3+2pts)

a letter 


an essay 


an article


a diary

Réponse : a diary, quotation "Tuesday 18th February" (l. 35)
2. In what country does the story take place? Justify with two quotations.                        
         5 pts 

 (3 + 2 pts)

It takes place in England.  (l.14 : "London") (l.30 : "Gloucester university")
3. What information are we given about the main character?                                                        13 pts
Name:  Helen Reed (2 pts)
Home address: 58 Bloomfield Crescent (2 pts)
Names of children: Paul and Lucy (2 pts)

Current city of residence: Gloucester (2 pts)

Occupation: She's a writer. (2 pts)

Reason for being at the university: She's going to be Writer in Residence / teach a group 

of students. (3 pts)

4. TRUE or FALSE. Justify your answer with a quotation from the text.                                    10 pts

(5 x 2 pts, 0 si pas de justification)

a) The main character has already started work.

   FALSE. l. 3-4 : "I haven't really started yet."

   l. 4  : "I haven't met any students"

b) She likes the place she's living in now.

FALSE. l. 3 : "...that tatty little box."

   l. 10 : "...this Scandinavian rabbit hutch."


c) The scene takes place during the cold war.


   FALSE. l. 13 : "...like Checkpoint Charlie in a cold war spy film."


d) She has rented out her own home.


   TRUE. l. 16 : "...58 Bloomfield Crescent has been rented for the next three months"


e) There is a risk of legal action from the university and her tenants.


   TRUE. l. 22-23 : "...not because of possible litigation by my American tenants or...by the University


   of Gloucester..."

5. Circle the adjectives that best define the main character's state of mind. 


Justify with a quotation. (2 pts x 3)


                                            
 6 pts

proud :

miserable :
l. 1: "...I feel wretched"
nervous :
l. 2 "I want to run away..."

scornful :

undecided :
l. 3 "Do I dare?"
carefree :

self-confident :

6. What do the following words refer to?                                                                                           6 pts


(2 pts x 3)     


Line 25 : "... the courage to do it..."


refers to the fact of running away.

Line 31 : "Not that I blame her..."


refers to an imaginary person at a literary party.

Line 32 : "...I couldn't face it either...

"refers to taking over the job at the University.

7. In your own words, explain what the main character imagines doing and why.                        8 pts


(4 + 4 pts)

She imagines herself running away from her job at the University at the last minute


and going back home to London. She imagines that because she feels apprehensive. 


She's afraid of not being up to it / being inadequate.

8. Why doesn't she do what she imagined?                                                                                        10 pts

She realizes what the consequences would be if she ran away. (3 pts)
She's afraid that she might be ridiculous, that people would laugh at her and despise her. (4 pts)

She's also aware that her children would be disappointed.(3 pts)

9. Pick out an example of personification in the first paragraph.                                  
       4 pts


l. 11 : "...scarves of mist around the throats of the streetlamps."

10. From l. 35 to the end of the text: define the narrator's state of mind in this part of the text 


and explain the reasons for the change.                                                           
                   10 pts


The narrator is relieved. She's not afraid anymore.  ( 4 pts)

She has met her students.  (3 pts)

And she has realized that on the whole, they seem to be nice. She has the feeling that perhaps it      


 is not going to be as difficult as it seemed.  (3 pts)
11. Identify the lexical field used by the narrator from line 42 to line 45 and explain 
this choice.                                                                                                                                         8 pts

The words "role", "play", "cast", "memorise" correspond to the lexical field of theatre /


 cinema or acting/comedy.  (4 pts)

 The narrator uses this lexical field to express the feeling that group behaviour in a


 class can be compared with a stage where each individual plays a specific part.  (4 pts)

12. Justify the use of the definite article in lines 43 and 44.                                                               5 pts


The refers to...

· a type of individual.

· a character already mentioned in the text.

· a unique example


Réponse : a type of individual.

13. Choose one of the following essays. (250 words)                                                                            50 pts

a) After their first class, two of the students discuss their first impressions of the narrator. Imagine the dialogue.

b) Have you ever been in a situation that you wanted to escape from? Describe the circumstances and your feelings.

II – TRADUCTION   60 pt

Translate from "There were notices..." (l. 37) to the end of the text (l. 45).

Segment
Traduction
Points

1. There were notices like road

signs fixed to the wall
Accrochées au mur, il y avait des affiches qui ressemblaient à des panneaux de signalisation / Au mur, étaient accrochées des...
5 pts(-2 pour "notices", -2 pour -"panneaux de route")

2. with stylised pictures and diagonal bars across them
sur lesquels des pictogrammes stylisés barrés en diagonale
5 pts (-2 "à travers elles")

3. prohibiting smoking, eating and drinking.
interdisaient de fumer, boire et manger.
3 pts (-2 "prohiber")

4. Do students nowadays have to be explicitly forbidden to eat and drink in class?
Les étudiants d'aujourd'hui ont-ils besoin qu'on leur interdise de façon explicite de boire et manger en classe? Est-ce qu'il faut interdire de façon explicite aux étudiants d'aujourd'hui de boire et manger en classe.


4 pts

(-2 phrase mal construite)

5. Mine seem reassuringly nice on the whole
Je suis rassurée car dans l'ensemble les miens semblent  gentils.
4 pts

(-2 pour  barbarisme)

6. Of course it was an edgy sort of occasion,
Bien sûr les circonstances/la situation/était(ent) plutôt tendue (es) / difficile(s)
4 pts

7. one of mutual appraisal.
une sorte d'évaluation mutuelle.
3 pts

8. They had the advantage of already knowing each other well,
Ils avaient l'avantage de déjà bien se connaître,
3 pts

9. having been taught for one semester by Russell Marsden.
car/étant donné qu' ils avaient passé un semestre avec Russell Marsden comme professeur.
5 pts

10. They are an established group,
Ils forment déjà un groupe,
3 pts

11. in which each has adopted
dans lequel chacun a choisi
3 pts (-1 pour "adopter")

12. or has been allotted, a role to play:
ou s'est vu attribuer un rôle à jouer :
4 pts (-2 allouer)

13. the extrovert, the sceptic, the clown, the sophisticate, the malcontent, the mother, the naughty child, the enigma, and so on.
l'extraverti, le sceptique, le clown, le sophistiqué, l’insatisfait, la mère, le garnement, l'énigmatique / le mystérieux, et ainsi de suite.
5 pts (-1 pour chaque erreur) accepter toute traduction valable

14. They had only one person to weigh up this afternoon;
Cet après-midi ils n'avaient qu'une seule personne à juger/évaluer/jauger;
4 pts (-2 peser)

15. I had a cast of twelve to memorize and distinguish between
Moi, c'était douze acteurs / un groupe de douze acteurs que je devais apprendre à connaître et à distinguer.
5 pts (-2 si le vocabulaire du  théâtre n'est pas utilisé, -1 pour mémoriser)

Barème

Questions
Points

1. 
5

2. 
5

3. 
13

4. 
10

5. 
6

6. 
6

7. 
8

8. 
10

9. 
4

10. 
10

11. 
8

12. 
5

13. 
50

Total compréhension et expression
140

Traduction
60

Total général
200
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