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At last I have good news. Today I met a pretty English girl. Lizzie (small for Elizabeth). She said she had seen me in the college bar. I did not want to tell she is mistaken. I do not go to the bar. It is not like home. People do not say hello and offer drinks. They look at me and talk in each others ears. But all that is finished. I will tell from the beginning. I was in the café drinking hot chocolate. A treat (new word) for getting an A in my essay on farming. Mad cow is not funny. The teacher liked that, she said I had a good 'grasp' on English humour. Lizzie was having a cup of tea with milk and much sugar. She wore yellow glasses and a woolly hat and a scarf. Like me, she doesn't like the cold I think. I walked her to a tube station of Marble Arch and then she asked me to a party. I need to be cool but I was too happy. She is beautiful, even behind the big yellow glasses. I have taken out my money and I have went shopping. This is my big night out in the town. I do not feel sick for Dubrovnik so much but I still miss the fish and ice cream.

Daniel placed the biro back in the ring binder and closed the notebook. The diary was part of a year‑long assignment, his first entries had been abysmal. Miserable, homesick and unable to express himself. After three months life had barely changed much for Daniel. Although his English was much improved, Daniel still chose not to fully express himself in his diary; he didn't want anyone reading about his loneliness or his fear of this giant, grotesque city. He looked at his newest possessions lying on the metal‑framed bed. Things were going to be much better now he'd made a friend. Daniel had re‑budgeted his month's allowance. By reducing his food to eggs and bread and walking to and from the bedsit in Bayswater to the language college, he had found an extra £72 to spend on his first party in London. So far he had spent £3.40 on new hair gel, 75p on a new comb and £12.99 on a new shirt. It was denim. It went well with the jeans his father had brought for him when he left Croatia. He had carefully and painstakingly washed the jeans in the sink, wrung them out and hung them from the plastic curtain rail to dry. This new life was a shock to Daniel. In Dubrovnik he was someone. He and his father ran a boating business, which had greatly benefited from peace and the increasing influx of tourists from England, Italy and Germany.

The sharp, clear coastal water of Dubrovnik enticed even the sea‑fearing tourists, everyone wanted to hire boats, sip cold beer and watch shards of light dance on the sea floor. Daniel's father was too old to learn a new skill, so Daniel was the one sent to England to improve his English, Italian and German. Daniel could still taste the envy among his friends; he was going to London. London! But the city had not welcomed him into its arms, it was a secret society and Daniel didn't know the password. London didn't depend on him, it had no reason to throw open its doors and beckon him inside. Every day made him feel less and less significant. He wasn't weak by nature but London had the tools to mine your confidence, self‑belief, your will to live. Daniel hung up his shirt and placed his gel and comb on the edge of the brown‑stained sink. He regretted the money he had wasted trying to clean the sink. None of the expensive products would shift the mark left by indifferent tenants and rusty water. Daniel laid his socks on the cold radiator, lined his shoes against the wall and buttoned his pyjamas up to his neck. He lay on the thin mattress and listened to the building groan under the weight of over‑population. But this night he didn't care that he could hear the Hindi music through the wall, he didn't mind that he could smell the smoke of the woman downstairs, he didn't tense up when babies cried or men shouted. Everything was going to change. The secrets of the city were beckoning and the password was Lizzie.

Gay Longworth, Harvest, 2002.

I - COMPRÉHENSION-EXPRESSION

1. Identify the two types of narrative used in the extract and justify each with a short quotation.

2. Explain the use of the italics in the first paragraph.
3. Give Daniel's country of origin.

4. Where in London does this scene take place? (Precise location).

5. Explain in your own words Daniel's presence there. 
6. How long has he already been there and how long is he supposed to stay? Make a complete sentence.

7. What kind of difficulties does Daniel experience?


Tick the right boxes. Justify  each choice with two quotations from the text.   

(  
drinking problems 

( 
health problems 

( 
financial problems 

( 
integration problems 

( 
poor academic results

( 
poor housing conditions 

8. TRUE or FALSE.                                                                                                                  


Justify your answer with at least one short quotation from the text. 


a) Daniel met Lizzie in a bar.
T
F


b)  His father's business is fairly successful.
T
F


c) Daniel's father speaks good English.
T
F


d) Daniel's friends were jealous.
T
F


e) Daniel is a tidy young man.
T
F


f) Meeting Lizzie helped him accept the drawbacks of his daily life.
T
F

9. Pick out five elements that show the contrast between his life in Dubrovnik and his life in London.
10.  In your own words, describe Daniel's state of mind before leaving for London and after arriving there.                                                                                                                        
11. Explain what the turning point for Daniel is.
12. Read from line 1 to 12 and find at least 2 mistakes in Daniel's english. 

13. Expression. Choose one of the following subjects (250 words):                                       

a) Would you like to study abroad?

b) Daniel returns to Dubrovnik. Imagine the conversation with his friends.

II - TRADUCTION

Translate from line 33 "He wasn't weak..." to line 39 : "...over-population."
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