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I

1) Eric James Armstrong (l.1)  /  89 (l.7) / a retired butcher (l.1) / a widower (his wife is dead) (l.8) lived in a small terraced house (l.4 )

5 éléments de réponse

5 points

2) Sheila and Carole, his daughters.

Pat, Sheila’s daughter, his grand daughter.

Jane, his dead wife, sheila’s and Carole’s mother.

His own mother.

5 noms, 5 relations

10 points

3) Physically, she was ‘ small and delicate,with fluffy mousy hair and beautiful skin.’ (l.44). She was‘Saintly’ (l.40), probably putting up with her husband without protest (l.38-39) Everybody liked her (l.26-27)

And lines 25-26

3 citations et 2 réponses

5 points

II

4) Yes, Mr Armstrong was indeed totally independent in so far as he did his own housework, washing ( although he didn’t have a machine), shopping… He used public transport any time he needed to leave his neighbourhood. He was also always smart in appearance.( Ne pas pénaliser le bon candidat éventuel qui, dès cette question, exprime les conséquences de cette indépendance sur les autres.)

5 éléments et 2 points pour la forme ( ne pas avoir simplement recopié le texte)

7 points

5) No, many people offered him help but he would not accept it. His daughters ‘begged him to let them do his laundry’, neighbours ‘regularly’ offered him lifts into town, the bus drivers  didn’t demand to see his pass but he allowed nobody to help him to get on and off the bus.

3 éléments de réponse et 4 illustrations

7 points

6) “ He was proud of the stability of the area. ” (l 30-31 )

“ It was an area of town that had remained stable… and it was what her grandfather loved ” ( l 25-26 )

“  Anyone moving was a fool as well as  a traitor ” (l  33 )

“East,West, Home’s best” (l.32)

Reformulation en 50 mots incluant des citations ou des références au texte . La réponse doit inclure les idées suivantes : He felt deeply attached to his neighbourhood , he loved stability, he was critical of others./ so, a conservative person, intolerant and reactionary. 

      3 éléments et 2 citations ou preuves + 3 mots ou idées clés dans l’interprétation

      8 points

7) The narrator wants to stress the fact that he was a creature of habit / a man set in his ways, who always does the same things / never varies his routine/ This , thanks to the use of  would  conveying the idea of a predictable action in the past ; other words conveying the same idea : insisted on / regularly / liked to / fond of / sometimes /once more.

2 points pour avoir explicité la valeur de la forme /2 points pour l’interprétation en contexte/ 2 points pour les autres expressions.

6 points

8) He was a violent bully when his daughters were young. The narrator tells us ( l36- 37 ) « Both had been dominated and bullied by their father » and he also showed them physical violence (l 40 ) «  They’d get beaten with a strap ». The later event took place when they refused his brutal authority and ( l 37 ) « stood up to him, met threats with disdain, anger with their own anger. »They were too like him (l.42 ), and unlike their mother.(l.40 )

Bully ou violent + une citation =3 / Why ? explication 2 + une citation 1

6 points

9) The neighbours probably disliked him intensely when his wife was alive because of the way he treated his daughters and possibly her.They certainly had had many opportunities to see her submit to his rough authority/ they very likely pitied her and sided with her. The adjective « saintly » (l 40) implies that she had a lot to endure from her husband ; ( Accepter aussi toute réponse impliquant uniquement so attitude vis à vis des voisins eux –mêmes)

Réponse 3 points + expression de la supposition ‘may+ have+en, likely, probably…3 + Repérage et interprétation de ‘saintly’ à valoriser 3

9 points

10)
He wasn’t any kinder   or more tolerant in his old age.His aggressivity was still very much in evidence. The narrator uses verbs like ‘glare’, ‘growl’ (l 5 )’frown’ ( l 19 ), we are told that he spoke ‘loudly’(l. 16) and also that the stick he carried with him was often used to correct some unruly child (l. 13).

      4 éléments de réponse + références 3 + mise en relation 3

     10 points

11) When the narrator tells us Mr Armstrong was no bother « on the surface »,he is implying that, in fact, the opposite was true.He made everybody suffer and be anxious about him : his daughters because he would not allow them to help him (see line 9), in fact he still dominated them as he dominated his neighbours by refusing lifts and insisting on getting on and off the bus alone.

4 éléments de réponse ( le contraire/ fait souffrir son entourage/filles et voisins/dominateur malgré l’âge)

4 fois 3 points + 1 point pour le nombre de mots

      13 points

12) Their father had idealized the vision of their mother (saintly): they themselves had a very ambivalent attitude towards her (rejecting her on the surface...)

10 points

13) He never spoke of his mother and pretended not to remember her (l.47), so we can conclude that his childhood was a traumatic experience, that he couldn’t do what he wanted because his mother had been ‘fierce, challenging..’(l.48-49)exactly like him.

He hated his mother, acceptable too, was he afraid of her too ?

This is why he spent his life trying to dominate those around him. He chose Jane because she was the exact opposite of his mother and he couldn’t tolerate the resemblance between his daughters and her.

Repérage des passages révélateurs de « clues », citations ou reformulation de ces révélations, interprétation de son comportement .

3 fois 6 + 2 points pour le nombre de mots

25 points

TRADUCTION   (60 points)

	He insisted on boarding buses


	Il tenait à *(voulait à tout prix*) prendre le bus
	Accepter ‘insistait’’

Bonif +1 (*)          2

	even though he was regularly offered lifts
	même si on lui proposait souvent (*) de le conduire/ l’accompagner en voiture
	                              3

	He had his bus pass
	Il avait sa carte( de transport/de bus)vermeil
	Bonifier ‘carte vermeil’ +1

                             2

	and he liked to use it
	et il aimait (tenait à) s’en servir (l’utiliser)
	                       1

	‘I’m independent’,
	« Je suis indépendant »

« Je ne dépends de personne(*) »

« Je n’ai besion de personne »
	Bonif +2

                            1

	he was fond of declaring loudly,
	aimait-il à déclarer bien fort
	Sanctionner’il aimait’-1

                         3

	and using buses was part of the independence.
	Et prendre le bus participait de(*) / contribuait à/ faisait partie de/ cette (*) independance
	Bonifier +1

Sanctionner ‘était partie’ –2

                            3

	Getting on and off was a performance of his,
	Monter et descendre du bus était pour lui un exploit  (*) ( relevait de l’…)
	Bonif +1 ; ne pas accepter ’performance’ –1 

3

	agonising to watch
	douloureux à observer /que l’on souffrait à observer/ qui faisait peine à voir(*)
	Sanctionner la mauvaise const. De souffrir(de) –2 / bonif +1

                            3

	-he had such difficulty
	Il avait tellement de mal (de peine) à / Il lui était si pénible de
	                             2

	hauling himself up the two steep steps
	se hisser sur les deux hautes marches / monter les deux hautes marches à la force des bras
	Chassé-croisé ‘haul-up’ à bonifier +2

4

	and then balancing
	et de s’y maintenir en équilibre
	Sanctionner ‘se balancer’ –2

                            3

	while he showed his pass.
	pendant qu’il montrait sa carte
	                      1 

	Sometimes the drivers would say,
	Parfois, les chauffeurs (lui) disaient
	Sanctionner le conditionnel –2

                            2

	‘It’s all right ,Grandad,’
	« C’est bon(*) / ça va , Grand-père »
	Bonif.+1

                            2

	as he fumbled for his pass
	En le voyant essayer maladroitement de sortir sa carte
	Accepter ‘chercher maladroitement sa carte’

Bonifs + 1              4

	and he’d frown at them
	il fronçait un sourcil désapprobateur/ irrité(il lançait un regard…)
	Sanctionner fortement le conditionnel –2

3

	and say they were not doing their job
	 et disait qu’ils ne faisaient pas leur travail
	                            2

	if they didn’t inspect his pass
	s’ils ne vérifiaient pas sa carte /ne contrôlaient pas sa carte.
	Ne pas accepter ‘inspecter’-2

                            2

	and he’d report them.
	et qu’il s’en plaindrait / qu’il le dirait à leurs supérieurs/qu’il le signalerait.
	Sanctionner ‘rapporter’ –2

                               3

	Thewhole bus would heave a sigh of relief when at last he was settled
	le bus tout entier poussait un soupir de soulagement lorsqu'il était enfin installé
	4

	and begin to tense when they knew Mr Armstrong's stop was coming up
	et la tension montait à nouveau à l'approche de l'arrêt de Mr Armstrong
	5

	Help was not allowed.
	Il ne fallait pas l'aider.

Il n'acceptait aucune aide.

Toute aide était interdite.
	2


